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INTERVIEW AGENDA 

As per the telephone conference between the Examiner and Ryan Fox on May 21, 2008, 
Applicants have agreed to a telephonic interview at 2:00 PM EDT on May 26, 2008. Applicants 
will telephone the Examiner at that time. In preparation for the interview, Applicants provide 
this agenda with draft claim amendments provided solely for the purpose of discussion. 

In the Office action dated December 31, 2007, the Examiner allowed independent claim 2 
(below) over Hind and Doneti. Although the Examiner did not elaborate over which language he 
found distinguishing over the prior art, (see, Office action, page 9), Applicant has added 
emphasis on the features that were amended to the Office action response immediately prior to 
allowance: 

2. A branding process to establish cryptographically secured 
interaction among networked computing devices within a trust group, the trust 
group comprising a group of devices, on an open multi-access network, 
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comprising: 

securely networking a security-uninitialized device with a branding device 
. via a secured network medium; 

generating a branding certificate at the branding device, the branding 
certificate instructing that the security-uninitialized device trust the branding 
device, the branding certificate further containing key data for verifying 
certificates provided by other devices on the open multi-access network to the 
security-uninitialized device are authenticated by the branding device; 

transmitting the branding certificate from the branding device to the 
security-uninitialized device via the secured network medium; 

generating a trust group membership certificate at the branding device 
which is signed by the branding device, the trust group membership certificate 
containing a signed group name as well as a signed key identifying the security- 
uninitialized device such that, when the security-uninitialized device sends the 
trust group certificate to a branded device which is a member of the trust group, 
the trust group certificate is validated by the branded device, and the branded 
device verifies that the security-uninitialized device identified in the trust group 
membership certificate j s a member of the trust group of devices referred to by the 
group name; 

transmitting the trust group membership certificate from the branding t . 
( device to the security-uninitialized device via the secured network medium; and 

initializing a security resolver of the security-uninitialized device to use 
the key data of the branding certificate to authenticate other devices interacting , 
with the security-uninitialized device on the open multi-access network are in the 
trust group, and to provide the trust group membership certificate to such other ! 
devices as authentication that the security-uninitialized device is a member of the : 
trust group, such that at least some interaction via the open multi-access network ! 
with the security-uninitialized device is ciyptographically secured to only other : 
devices in the trust group. 

Independent claim 13 stands rejected under 35 U-S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Hind 
in view of Dondeti. Applicant suggests the following amendments to independent claim 13 
which incorporates language similar to that from independent claim 2: 

13. A networked computing device supporting branding to establish 
cryptographically secured interaction with other devices within a trust group of : 
devices on an open-access network, the networked computing device comprising: ! 

a network interface for communicating on the open-access network; 

a security resolver operational after being initialized with a branding j 
public key to authenticate trust group membership certificates separate from the 
branding public key provided to the networked computing device from other 
devices via the network interface using the branding public key, and further 
operational to inhibit interaction via the network interface with other devices not 
authenticated as in the trust group of devices, the security resolver being initially 
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uninitialized; and 

a security initializer operational to receive the branding public key from a 
branding device securely networked to the networked computing device, the 
branding device having previously generated the branding public key and trust 
group membership certificates, and the branding device having transmitted the 
branding public key and the trust group membership certificates to the security 
initializer over a, secured network medium, and the security intializer being further 
operational to initialize the security resolver with the branding public key. 

Applicant believes that amended independent claim 13 as proposed is allowable over the 
cited prior art and looks forward to discussing the proposed language with the Examiner. Please 
call the undersigned if any further information is required. 
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